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FROM TOOLS TO BOOTS TO TYING MATERIAL,
THE TOP NEW INNOVATIONS FOR FLY FLINGERS

i
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BY WAYNE PHILLIPS

THE FLYFISHING RETAILER WORLD Trade Expo in Denver last September may have
been smaller than usual owing to the economic climate, but excitement still
filled the air as manufacturers displayed their latest wares. Responding to the
recassion, many companies delayed introducing more costly products and
instead unveiled less expensive items—but still featuring amazing innovations.
Here are the products that impressed the most.

BEST FLY LINE INDICATOR FLY LINE

With the ever-increasing popularty of ryrnph fishing with =trike indica-
tors, RI0% Indicator Py Ling i indesed tmedy, Even the largestindscators
turn cver thanks 1o the Ene's short front taper and thick-diameter tp. In
Fact, the highhy visible tp #self con function a3 an indicator. The Bne atso
fpatueres RIQs XS technodogy, which produces @ supor-shek, det-repelling
tip. Plus, tha DualTone colour syetem alerts the sngler to the Ena's parfect
haading podnt, while welded leops at aach end aliowy for knothess connec-
tions. S, (208 S24- TR wwanniopraducts com

BEST FLY-TYING MATERIAL LUCENT CHENILLE

Montana Py Company's Lucent Chenille has (b ters burrng. W a
shaggy, es1az chendle availabla in 22 ddferent colours and throg s2es—
large, medwm and micro—on & standard-sized spool (the large
chenilla comes in ultravialed, grang f tremendous bribance and -
flashl Unklon most chanilla, with just ona fibra bength, Lucen
Chenilla has fibras of many lengths, ghing flies a fuller, densor
appearance. Movarana Py Company, wiwiemartamnally com

BEST SCISSORS TWISTED LOOP SCISS0RS

Long synonymous with high-guality fhy-tying scissors, De, 5hck has
added an innowative ndv moded to its lineup, Unlike regular scis-
sors with side-by-3ade finger loaps, which festnct hager movement,
the nine Teasted Loop Scrtsars allow the ter's fingers to remain
apart Like o of Dr. 56ck’s scissoes, the hausted Loop hentures in-
crodibly fing poants and razor-sharp blades. Plus, it has a burnishid
finish to prewent ghara fram the tying lamp. Or Stck, 1-800-
520 WAL O C Com

BEST FLY ROD IMPERIAL SWITCH FLY ROD

Wizh two-handed Spey rods dominating the steeiheed market, St Croo: is introduwcing the Impevial Switch
Py Rod, designed 1o bo cast with eisher one or two hands. Whille thal1-foot Switch Rod can cast great dis-
tmnces, it's also capable of fishing shorter Enes. The fast-sctan, four-piece rod is avadable in B waights 5
1o B, makng it perfect for traveling englers, toa, 5t Croir Rod, 1-000-826-700L s Sicraocodls com
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BEST BOOTS PREDATOR KLING-ON WADING BOOT

With felt-solied wading boots inked 1 the spread of invasive specios, boot makers
o incrasingly turming 1o soft rubber soles. Case in point: Korkers” now Fradator
Kling-On Wadiing Boot. As with fielt, the soft rubber scle grips sippery rocks, but you
can also add studs. The durable upper, meanwhie, features mesh openings for water
drainage. Best of all, this boot boasts the unique BOA stainless steel lacing system—
simphy turn the dial to tighten the laces for a snug fit. Korkers, (503 223- 7100

BEST HAT DUTBACK HAT

Fada from wend-cotton fibees, Tiley's niver Duthack Hatis waberproof, durabie snd
a5y 1o cane for. The surface of raditional waed-colion garments i impregnated wish
we, bt Tiley uses cotton fibres that ase wixed bafore wednving, making for a softer,
non-sticking surface. The Outback is mvailable in British tan in both medium- and broad-
brimmed styles. Tiley Endurables, 1-800-263-8737; wwwtilley com

BEST ACCESSORY SHARK TOOTH

Spoots of tippat material are the bane of fiy-fishers—1he line unravels (oo dam easily
when you reach for nippers 1o cut it Loon Dutdoors sobnes this problem wath & ne
cutter mounted 1o an elastic band. Simply wrap the elastic around the spool 1o hold
the tippet material in place, then feed the ling out through a brass grommet and into
the Shark Tooth cutter. When you need more tippet, just pull out more, Simple, yet
ingenious. Loon Dutdoars, 1-800-580-3871; wweiloonoutdoors. com

BEST DESIGN MP THREAD THROUGH BOBBIN

Tha design of fiy-tying bobbins has baen static for years. Now from Swatreriand’s
Patitjean Fishing Equipmant comes a real innovation. Tha MP Thread Through Bobdinis
perfecty balenced, and featuros a movablo chp to adhust thread tersson. The thieacng
SYEnT 5 50 simple it can be used bindiolded, while replacing standard thread spools
is & snap. Plus, & s near th ond tums tha bobbin into a great dubbing hwister. VWhat a
breakthrough. Petitean Feshing Equipmend, (011141 26 481 1775, wwww petoan.ch

BEST REEL PRINCESS

Following its introduction in 1958, the Hardy Princass bacame the gold standard of
fby-fishing reels. With a diametar of 3% inches, it was ideal for 5 or B-waight Ty lines,
Lightweight, yet tough and durable, it also featured the legendary Hardy check pawi
dra system, which produced a distinctive sound when a fish tore off ine, Inexplic-
ably, Hardy stopped production of the reol in 1996. Thankfully, the folis at Hardy have
com o thesr senses, and the classic Princess is back in production for 20000 Havdy,
(250) T45- 1092 v handycanada, com

BEST ALY-FISHING PANTS ROCK JEANS

Evary anglir can use sn sxtra-tough padr of pants. Look no further than RaidRsders’ Rock
Jeans. Made from soft, durable Yukon camas mylon, theyre ol but indestructibie. Plus,
they dry quickly, and look good encugh 10 be wom out to a late dinnor after fishing. A
doubie frant and seat quarantoes extra-long e, while the zigpered ard regular pockirts
offer secure storagh, Radfders, (&1 7 E84-5318 wewradnders com

BEST COLD-WEATHER GEAR UV BUFF & PHD SERIES GLﬂ'ﬂEﬁ

UV BuH is a simple tube of fabric that can be worn dozens of diferent ways on
your head and neck to block 95 per cant of the sun’s harmful UV rays. The Bulf
can also provide a screen from wind and dust. The Pro Series Gloves, mean-
whils, are made from synthotic suede and provide LV protection a3 well. Flus,
the Diamond Grip palm allows for a better grip on your fiy rod. Buff Canada,
1-858- 4732530 wavw buficanads. com @
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