New Year competitions! Win Beyond the Rise DVDs and Deer Creek flies
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| Swiss army vice
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Swiss Vice by Marc Petitjean

Just describing the Swiss Vies in detal could take maors than the space |
I e TS DAGES. This thing fairly bristles with features, original design
theniirg and applications, bt it is an elegant functional bool, and as with
most poad fosls, it's ety o ute.

Ship a ook o the s, TR A bewtsr ndill it clicks and kecks the hooll in
place ... then tie a 1hy. 1§ that really is all you want, siop reading now

Otraously, thet is an in-ling rotary vice. That's the main component, the
vice bit, Exacthy the same [aws, anm and stem it (o the Master, Base and C-
Clamp versions. This is a Mastoer worskon so it comes with a rather clover
clamp, In addition, | was supplied with a pedestal base so | can cover
another permutation. The C-Clamp version comes with a smaller lghler
slightly more comventional clamg

Fuv-Freiemas s Fuv-Trma




Head and jaws
A fariliar jarw by, essentially a paralisl or

engineer's clamp, on the end of a bentarm, The ™

simplast form of this elamp is two plates side by

sace, o SCrEw, neanest the hokding end, pulls the
plates logother whily another at the rear, farthest
fromn the griping end, pushes the plates apart.

Thie Swiss Viee jaws have a small sculpted
seriw mpar he jave-tips to adjust for the ook
sze, iry to get the jaws parallel, then lift the lever
ot thee rear of the hoad, Cam Surfaces push the
rear ppaert and th jaes tighten, Hook sizes are
highly adjustable and exact, Grip is excelient and
very dependable.
Small hooks ane the bane of this jaw type,
particutarly vices with simpler double screw
mechanims: hoolkes either fall o0l befade tha
{mﬂmnmi;aﬁmaﬂﬂﬂﬁylilwﬂr
Bt ot the wrong anghe, The Seiss Vice had spring
aded jwws, so | sgueezs the rear of the jaws to
positson my ook which is held in position bofoee
that hver appdies grip, The same featune moeans |
can relsase the jaws and the hook Stays put!

So. | can confidently place the hook i the
jarers sith the hook-shanik horizontal, How about
adiurating the helght so the hook is on the ais of
rotation ¥ Viee makoers heve dovised & waalth of
ways bo deal with that probliem. this uses a clireer
arm which is actually teo arms. Siscken the star
nut and the hoad can move up and dewn whils
it hook remaing bined = in fach there's slight play
i that mereement S0 | can adjust and fine, tune
ithe hook anghe &s it reaches the positioning tool,
Then tighten th mut and the angle of the arm and
ek helght and angbe is fixed: 3 compicated
mechaniem, but & wery complete detign solution
and sirmphs to wse, which i what really counts,

Large hooks, up to 940 (e, very large hodks)
can slip info a notch or pochel’ several
mmillirmetrgs back from the pivw poinis 50 tha
Swiss Vice can handie big hooks. View the jaw
tips from the side and thiy ane pointed, view
from above and they have meat and strengih.
The tips of vico jaws inevitably wear but these
aré strong, should cullive most users. Jaw lips
are cruciad il one tios small flies. theso jaws ang
very well dessgnied and made: a couple of guite
complicated shapis and Some chiver mechanics
rrsean with a hook in place the tips align almost
p.u'l’enl,l:,,l.nnd I have oxcallent finger Access. In
e past | hawe critbcised this jaw type for the
serew near the jaw tips, thay bend to project and
nterlere with tysng - thaughtful shaping and
recessing all bul elimanates that issue.

Three-tapered tubse fly mandrels are available.

———

Rotation

I won't debve into the inner workings of the head block and bearings. [The designer
startod drooling, just a litkhe, when he first described thom to me.) The poind i the rotany
function is smooth and adjustable. A nut immediately ai the rear of the body adjusts
pressune on the boaring $o the rotation is kose enough to tum the wee handie and use
this as winch. Even at the lowest pressune setting if | urn the vies head and let go, the
hiead and arm and 1y stay put = which is ideal,

Pedestal

Pedestal bases arg essentially slabs which are heavy encugh o secure the vice stem.
This doas that job wedl, It alse hag a few comvenient sculpled pockats for beads and
haoks. But wadt, design innovation hat reachad the Simpha pedestal base, To attach the
stem to the base, place the sterm in the hale in the skatted block on the base and use the
wee lever to tighten & screw and bend the block, trapping the stem. To be honest, that
seems like a designer showing off. A more cormmsnticnal Block and sorew would wark just
firwr, Thae viery flexible joint used on the Master clamp would ba even better,

Master clamp and base

At first glance this is a nicoly made if slightly eccentric clamp. The range of adjustment
i avasame Tew tables con resist, just solect the most appropriate hale, fix the arm
and adjust,

Then place the stem in the prvot on top of the vice, the most obvidud positeon is
straight up and dovam: 285 fine, looks famsliar, Mow stacken the phvot and anghe the Stem
forwards. leck in position, and you have an astonishingly simple means of bringing the
vice head away from the odge of the table. As someone who lkes chearance arownd a vice
that works beautifully and if you sulfer by hunching forwards at the vice it does rather a
It 1o relieve possibhe back and reck tengions — excellent feature.

Mow, 83 you may have noticed this C-clamp i really a pair, Undo the screws, the
block comes off and the begs come apart. 1o be reassembled as a sheletal pedestal; very
functional if a ktthe ghter than the full-on pedestal base. Top marks for design,

Key or tommy bar

Assembly and adfsting the head height requires that | ighten one or two things. the
SEar mut im the arrm between the head and body of the vice, U mechanism atiaching the
stem 1o the pedesial, the Nexible joint betwean the clamp and the $tem. Hand tightening
can't get things tight enough so | am provided with a key, a $hort lever, which 1i1s into
strategically drilled holes and bets me turn what | need to tighten.

On the Master the ey scriws into the top of & short shalt, on the pedestal it Jamply
shps into a hole in the base. While | appreciate that the ey is just a metal rod and | have
a rod the Lame size on the tube fly adaptors, it seerms fo be that o threaded homae on tha
pedestal woukd provent me kasing that ey — a8 |inevitably will.

Tube fly vice
in bost Swiss Army knife tradition, Mare Petitjean never misses the opportunty to add
function. Undo tha mut attaching the handbes to the rear of thi vice arm, Remaove the
handle. Choose the appropriate tube My mandrel (three sizes are supplied). thread it
theough the nut and screw back in place. Hey prestol A rotary tube-fiy vice. Quite a
superb function. | don't know if this is unique But I've certainly not seen it before.

Tha tapered mandrals allow me to it tubes finmily, certainly firm enough to e on. I'm
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e Loamone will wonder if the
whole thing can rotate. It can,
usiryg e jiws a3 & handie, Oh,
and, sinde the rolation i not loose
I can't rmake the whole thing spin
by pulling on thread wrapped
around thi fubg,

Conclusion

Inevitably. | can oniy scratch the
sarface in this account, Along the
wiy v pointed to dosign featuros
which strike me as open to debate,
bBut hopehully I've alse painted fo
the aeeginably and guahly of the
chesigmn.

Hok- Pl is First-class, Hook
placemant for the in-ling rotary
function is exceplional. | tend to
i with my hand resting on the
wice, tha heel of rmy hand on the
bady and rry finger amd thumd at
the jave tips - that's what foels
natural to me. | belleve this is only
the secand in-line rolary which ks
thve right size and shape for tying
that way and the contowred
shapes and surfaces make it
camicrtabe, indedd a delight o
e, and very eaty on the oye.

s you might expect the Swits
Wice is not a cheap, but it's easily
o of bha best vices Pve used and
stitf compatition for similarly
priced vices. Prices nun from £300
to £350, depending on verskon, All
VErsians come ina padded mylon
case, with & handbook and boed
DWVD expdanation of all most
tunctions, & Moak-centring tool
and thres tubs-fly randreds,
[ecessories; sight board, bobban
cradle and wasie baskel are
available.)

# Lakeland Flytying stock all
three versions of the Swiss Vice,
Vendard distribute the Master
warsion which is available
through Venlard stockists.

| Swiss Vices are fabricated
freem staenbess stecd and
allery. All the components are
rdade and Finsshed vy will
indeed. That combinatson of
Friberiald Frddnd the
hadniedl werdean, with
pedestal base, witighes in at
1395g (3.051b). Tha Master
clarmp base is & knockout
piece of design, heming the
Swviss into a travel vicoe with
No Compromises. weighs

6 3g (137 Bbs.) I that's inod
kght encisgh the C-Clamp
wiersbon is 4 M5 (1.0516) tetal.
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Patterns, skills, flies and fishing

Devising patterns and tyirg 19 a high standard
arg not the same. Watch a skilled tyer work and
W arg secing a performance, [T we know a ittle
about tying. we value how they handle their tools
and materials, how they gt that taper or attach
that wing or coax that sirand to stay put. Their
technigques may be complalaly Donvoentional or
have 3 creatnee bevish; the way 1.hﬂ:r b hes o
hald that may be something we've not seen
Befone or dome the way we do, but beiter. When
1"t walehed a tyer work it's thair Tying ability |
ermny and adrmiire and which inspires me. The
pattern is, mone aften than not, well kndwn.

With basic tying skills and a healthy
assoriment of bying materials it's relatively easy
to adapt patterns or aven “invent” flies. Take an
osiablished pattern add a few knotbed legs. or
l:r'I-MEL" A colour o change a malenad and you
huve & "new fiy" based on an existing pattern,
T imtedlactual affort imnshoed in simply adding
o i-l.lb'll'.llttir'ﬂ 1o devigd b variant s nol I'Illﬂﬂ:r
huge. For example, in my humble apinson,
switchang material, eg substifuting a

podypropylent wing for a dedr hair wing. or
changing a colour, or changing a proporiion, or
adding o tail or bult does not create a new
pattern. Dignifying minge changes to a pattern
by calling fBes “varlants’ is fing, if tedicus
Claiming intellactiual property by renaming a fiy
for that type of change is frankly sad and can,
understandably, inswlt the tyer who devised the
parent pattern.

in fiy-tying driven by fething, things pet
interesting and can become genuinely crealive.
Combing a realisation that trout and grayling
feed mare sub-swrface than &t the surface and

wou have &0 oppartunity (o identity a problam
That could lead to a simphe suggestive Sowper
pattern or a mong comphex, mone detailed and
suggestive Oliver Edwards. Mymph, Realite that
trout and grayling also eat fish and we might
understand why streamers are sffectieg river
flies. Roalise that caddis lorvae are available all
WA round angd 1onm a sxgn-f-r-m part of trout
or grayling diets and you have Bugging. Czech
Mymping. Palish Mymphs and the rest,

Reaise thal salmon sre alered to Lheir
prey Both by sight and by vibration and you
Fidnéd & Mﬂﬂfluﬂlly’. Crédlede I:.r\él'ﬂ- Fidnvie
Addreatad that in 3 coupde of ways, by
attaching diving weing, or placing discs at the
head of fies 5o their fles wiggle and dance.

Watch saltwatoer fish slashing into bait
balls, cutting and chopping their pray. Then soe
tiverm come back after the carnage and take
half fish as thay Tlutter dowmeands and you
need A iy = heanaly wesghted thes sink (oo
quickhy. shim sheok fes don't flutter throwgh the
waler = agrain fishing puices Bying.

Withisn wee thank of fish as predators and
koo & Bttbe about how they hunt, where and
R Ehair prey lhees and we strive bo work aut
s and fishing technaques — we identrly
problems and try (o work out solutions, When
that beads 1o a new fiy, of even more, when that
beads (o a now bype of My @nd opens up fresh
fishing possibilities that commands my respect
Changing the colcur scheme of a trout iy,
wiether it be & dry oF nymph or lure, whether it
5 used for wild lesh o stocked hish, 15 the tying
agussalent of fe -Iil!f&l'.]'.ll"l,gj B krbehim = mbdd,
fresh, bul not exscthy mind Doggling.
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