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Fly-Fishing Retailer and World Trade Expo
Derwer, Colorado

Owercast and a bit cold for moy thin Flomidiem Bood

I'm abways carly for a moming of Ashing, but for some renson
I managed to be late for my fint moming a5 a joumnalist.
When | walked imto the Denver Convention Center, | was
only 15 minutes late, but it felt like | showed up after lunch.
The place was already hopping, rods were flexing, vendors
were selling and my editor was nowhere 1o be found,

Relieved that my wardiness would po unnoticed, | ook
stock of the siruation: My throar was dey, my pulse racing, my
head pounding—altitude sickness, not a hangover—and
worst of all, | was dressed from head wo voe in khaki.

Yes, khaki.

Drecked out in my FisH & FLY logo shirt and casual dress
pants, | looked like one of those trving-too-hacd middle-aged
guvs that my buddies and 1 make fun of ar the dock. So |
retreated quickly to my hotel room across the street, changed
into some jeans and slid on my trusey ip-flops.

Locking o calm myself down, 1 stared out the window of
my hotel room. From the 12th floor, [ had o view of boch the
Front Range and Invesco Ficld.

| pounded a handful of Adwl, ook a deep breath and
returned 1o the show. Mow a good 40 minutes late, and fnally
tr.-:ni}' Lo ST, 1 |'~q1.'_un my ﬂrht -ﬂ:q,' H |1.1|.-r|1.1'\-¢r ::I- ll:u.- wm'king
modia—which sounds only slightly less ndicubous than calling
myseli a journalisc.

WHO 15 THIS GUY, ANYWAY?

Before we go any further, some sort of clarification is in
ooder. Unlike all the other technical editors, | am ot a writer

At least | wisn't until this moment.

My life revelves around tides, weather, fish and flies,
because I'm a full-time fly-fishing guide in the lower Florida
Kevs, Basically, | can't think of a better way to spend o day
than pursuing large, wild fish (read: carpon) in clear, shallow
water,

Criven my liverary shortcomings, you're probably asking
yoursell why I'm writing for this highly-lirerate fly-fishing
publication. Frankly, I'm not sure why Tom Pero asked me to
o thve staff in thie first rJ:bl,'-.-, bast I'm essing it has vo do
with some pesidual good feelings from the adrenaline rush he
got after hooking into a laid-up tarpon from the bow of ny
skiff lost April,

Tarpon will do that to you,

Regardless of the reason, | will tell you thae 1 live and
breathe fly fishing. | have the good fortune o be on the water
more than 200 days a year—success in my profession
demands that my cliens carch fish, From knots o rods w
recls, 1 know whar works and whar doesn’e. | don't have any
vested imterests in particular produces, since I'm not on any
“pro stafis,” and more importantly, having never been to the
Fly-Fishing Retailer World Trade Expo, 1 hope to offer a fresh
take on this annual industry event.

You decide how | da,

At the “strategy session” the night before the show, [ was
piven rather broad editorial puidelines for this ardele: Creare

A Florida Keys fishing gusde without o good pair of sungladses i o a pland player without any fingers. Just ask the suthor a true aficonada.
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Swiss vise-master Marc Petitjean’s latest offering iz not only stunning to behodd, it also has more features than any other vise on the markel.




every casting style, every Specics and
CYOry I:I.L'I.'I.E ]'I'.'I'| l"-l_'-l,'l'l. (14 L'al[! SO
b, mldresed.

With that in mind, [ searched the
aisles for those products best suited o
my style of fishing: Sight-casting on
the flars.

EYES OMN THE FLIES

l:I-:I'ﬂrc | [ ﬂ'l.'-'\..!l.' 11 tltll:l.l"ll'l-..' o of
o flats boar, | was a fly der. While |
could mever per his Magic Heads o
work just might, | absalutely had o meet
Mare Pevitjean (wwwaipetitican.com),
whose ferching CIDE pattems uh,.nm-d
the way | e

i vouve mever seen them, think
René Harrop with a Gallic flaie

Along with some fanrastic photos of
huge marble rout and a iy caughi silure
(a monstrous catlish-like creature), 1
learned of his new vise.

This Swizs-mande vise is a remarkable
piece of engineering. Mot only 5 it
stunning o behold, it offers more
features than any other vise on the
market. It is available with a C-clamp,
pedestal base or in the Master Version
with both. It can easily hold hooks from
a size 32 all the way to a 94 [ cried
them all. The head can be |'ql-|‘.|m'||.'-.!
ot an infinite number of positions
through a 360-degree swivel arm.

It also features an adjustable full
rotary head, which can be converted 1o
a tube-fly vise in seconds. Best of all,
minimal adjustment & required tw
SCCLINE I:hl: i'nullL. aid the [}'n.'|1.'|a|\::|r||:a
esque lever B casily engaged.

This vise garnered none of the press
that was received by the bower-priced
Rencetti Presentation Cam series of
vises, yet is far more versatile and—I
don'’t know how else 1o put it—is much
conler

| hipve pever been o bip fan of com-
mercially tied saltwater flies. Most of
the patterns available suffer from many
of the same faulis: Poor hook cholee,
incomect propomions, no weed guands,
weed ruards msde of |1r|'.|1 {useless)
monn  and |:|1qu!|'||.|x;'r|I -.'n.'n_':u]'u;. ]:-.-.'n_'n
more heinous are the fies that -.mpl.l.
won't work, whether due to one of the
!'Ti."l-'l-:"ll=|'-' mentioned fauls, of [T
pattemn design,

Too many flies look like they were
desigmed by a one-week-in-the-salt
trowit bum from '."n.!n'q:m::m.l u]:.: ]1.|..i o
few glasses of Early Times before sitting
down at the vise. When | see one of
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OMNE DAY FISHING
CHARTERS WITH
TEAMSPORTATION
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All Inelusive Package
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01 888 894 5642

WWW. pescamaya.com

ADYVERETESEMENT

EMSC OO ER BOUIMNIDLESS
SALTYWATER FLY FISHING AT PESCA M ANA
I W LICATAMN, MEXIK

OCATED BETWEEN the

crysial waters ol Ascension

Bay and the white sands of
the Caribbean Ooean, Pesca Mava
Fishing Lodpe brings you within
casting range of bonefish, tarpon,
snook, barracudas, jacks, snap-
pers, and one of the worlds
largest populations of permit
From beginners (o experts, [rom
wading the flats to boat fishing in

meangrove lagoons: Pesca Maya offers something lor every angler

The L"'C:-H,l' 15 ailwaled ona I“'l.'.'-‘:'-l:h!l beach, all of our nooms have afr concda

and the food alone is wonh the Irp And for those non .'.||..:_:
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Join us bor a week, hall of a week, or iry our one-day lishing package wherne
W i k Yol up Inom any hotel between Cancun and Tulum

For mone information visit our website wwwpescamaya.com or call 1oll

free from the U5, BEB-894-5642 or International 52-008-883-4204
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