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A SOUTHERN CHILEAN JOURNEY

Amidst unspoilt nature, deep in the vast ranges of
Chilean Patagonia, Marc Petitjean taRes the time to reflect
an a greatl trip, fly fishing, nature and life in general.




¥ preat-prandmother Sk
me 1o a river to fish for the
first timie when | wias four
years old, Taoday, | am no
bonger voung, and whibe I do not have the
energy and west of a8 20-year-old, 1 have
something clse that's important and that’s
kaken i long time to acquine = experience,

Fly fishing is different from
many other hobbies in that
it is multifaceted and you
can pursue it all your life.
Very importantly, it allows us
to experience, observe and
ultimately respect nature.

What i still teve today i that, when Lam
close to water, [ am ke o kid; watehing,
lenming. trving to understand. 101 miss
a fish, I remind myself that fish have becn
apound for more than 250,000 yvears, and
it 15 because I:]IE-_'-' lave an enormons
capacity for adaptation o eonlinue
thriving as a speciey thal II"'-'."- -d;"-'l_-lup
marvellons strategies (o survive various
liﬁ'-t]ll‘ﬂﬂiﬂﬁhg ahstacles. Humans are
not their only predators; they also have to
deal with ﬁ!q.h-l,'-l'illﬁ birds, otters, ﬂ'“l‘ﬁl
other fish and more, They have devel-
oped a reprodiction system consisting of
naturally overproducing eggs, knowing
that only a small percentage will reach
adulihond.

Over the yvears, 1 have fished in many
destinations for many species. In a
recent interview, a journalist asked me,
“Which is vour favourite fish and your
favourite river?” 1t seemed to me that he
had not listened toa single word 1 had
said during our long conversation, so
[ simply replied, “Tomorrow will tell.”
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LESSOMS | HAVE LEARNT

Wi've all read stories that cxplain how good
the writer is on his favourite river,  We've
wanbehisd vidisos showing hoa big the trout ane
at thiz venue or that, However, the strgngles
that the author and for flmmaker may have
experienced arehardly ever recorded, W ine
never tedd or shiown that it often tokes then
meanthis, or even vears, before they can publish
the story or relense that perfect video footage
af them eatching one fish after another. Cne
of the problems with booking a fishing trip
far in advance is that multiple clements can
conspare against yvou having that sanwe "perfed”™
experience. 1t may be too early or too late in
the season: it may be drought-stricken or
particularly wet; there might even be un-
exprected weiather phenomena such as flush
flonds, monseons or hurricanes, or unosually
high or Jow temperitures. Being at the right
place an the aght time does not ooour all tha
iy, helieve me

So, whenever [ book a trip,
it is without any expectations.
I certainly have wishes and
desires, but no preconceived
assumptions.
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“ONE OF THE I'RUBI.EMS WITH BOOKING A FISHING
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“BEING ATTHE RIGHT PLACE AT THE RIGHT TIME
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Simply enjoyving nature and perhaps
catehing some fish while spending time
with a mood friend is perfect for me, and
it matters litthe liow many fish we catch or
how big they are, 1 always take along my
viee some hooks and material, just in cuse
[ got a chanee to tie. | believe that every-
one's fishing journey goes through several
evolutional stages. For example, at the
age of 25, T was trying to catch as many
fish a5 1 could. A few years Bater, T was
catehing only those 1 wanted to eatch,
Then 1 only went after the big ones.

Then came a time when

[ wanted to catch as many
different species, and in as

many different countries,
as | could — as long as it was

on a single barbless hook.
And so even to this day my
fishing continues to evolve.
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One of those memorable trips was to
Chilean Patagonia in January 2020 with
my friend Jean-Lue Estublier, who is a
pood fisherman and fiy-tver, and iz well-
known in the French competitive fishing
circles. We're about the sameage, and he
understands fishing the way I do. With
the assistance of Planéte Fly Fishing and
French guide Frangois Bietry, we had a
fantastic couple of weeks' fishing, experi-
encing surroundings that were virtually
untouched by human sckivity.

Frangois was the perfect
guide, checking the weather
constantly and ensuring
we made the most of the
conditions every day.
Without making a big deal,
he would provide the right
flies when necessary.
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Patagonia is an interesting region on
the southernmost ip of South America,
shared by Chile and Argenting. The two
countries are separated by the Andes
mountains, which creates two very differ-
ont geographical areas. The million-
square-kilometre tract of land, with just
a few souls living there all vear round, en-
sures that nature in Patagonia is literally
untouched.

You can imagine the
health of the rivers that run
down from the Andes -
which is what makes it so
renowned for fly fishing.
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Since Jean-Luc and I did not
have the time for exploring,
finding access points and
reading about the various
regulations, Frangois’ help
and input was invaluable.

Argenting is known for its sea-run brown
trouk, as well as the huge rainbows of the
famous Jurassic Lake for example, The
tough and windy conditions are the result
of the geographical location, with the
Andes to the west and the coast of the
Atlantic Oeean to the east. In between,
vou'll find the clowdless and vibrantly
blue skies over the Pampas, with small
hills and valleys characteristic of the
landscape. I will let Francois tell vou
more,
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“Marc 15 a long-time Feveiel, wlio took

me under his wing when 1 was just a

teenager. Hehelped me to be recognised

a5 an international guide, and to get a job

al Planite Fly Fishing. the agency 1 now

work for. | make o living from teaching

iy fishing to kids in southerm Frano il ¥
from paided trips fo Chilean Patagana,

[kaly, Spain and a conple of other dest

o

nationz. | had the rlh';r\-\.ll.rl' 10 have Man = E s
and Jean-Luc as guests on o 12=cay roaid F ' 3

trip across sonthorn Chibe, The Wiz wis
to discover the uniguemness of thal less
famous side ol |'.|1.I!'.||I'!::_ where the
vallevs tend to be deeper and the hills
higher, and where a sarety of fivers aned

lakes — and somae less windy places = can

be fonnd (ane of the reasons | base my B
trips in Chile) o
We started the journey at
a simple lodge a mere -

stone’s throw from the river.
I chose this area because

it is the style of fishing you

can expect when travelling

to Patagonia.
(]
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A couple of nvers in the wpper part of the
Aysen Begion are typical spring creeks,
and this is what we headed for = small
streams running through grass fields.
Here yon are close to Argentina, so the
wind often blows across the border,
which pushes loads of hoppers onto the
water. The browm trout subsequently
b wery elose to the bank, and a goodd
wily to target them is by casting tight
along the banks with a big hopper pattern
and stnipping back in the wies.

Takes can be ferocious
and care needs to be
taken because YOl never
know the size of the fish

yvou may hook.

Aitera few days in the Pampas, we lshed
another river further north, in o mone
profeched bi=ss windy vallew, The river
was gin-clear, with fast water lined by
weeping willows, The siyle of fishing is
very different here, using longer tippel
and smalber Mies, and focusing on getting
the iy to deift eturlly in the fast wirtern

h\l.f Ea,



The streteh that 1 took Mare and Jean-Lue to crosses the
property of an elderdy lady by the name of Villanueva,
When [ bring anglers here, 1 always stop to ask her permis-
gion to figh it = and alsoto drink a cop of traditional matd.
As alwiys, she received us with open arms in her modest
wodden house, pushing the chickens off the old sofa before
inviting us to sit around the wood-burning stove, where
waiter wis already boiling,

We talked about the simple

things in life, the chickens and

the ducks, the weather and the

horses, while sipping her maté,
eating traditional homemade

bread cooked in lamb fat.

Wl gy




Often, it is these unique experiences that are remembered
as vividly as the fishing itself.
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After a few days fishing in the
upper Aysén, we ended the first part
‘of our journey with the classic asado —
a lamb cooked directly on the fire.

Thye next day, we drove about so0km south on the mythical
Carretera Austral. Our destination was one of the most
mhﬁmnlmﬂmﬂﬂu.ﬂuﬁhhlmwhﬁdﬂim:. :
hmdlnfwhhmmduﬂhlmmﬁmnﬂw-

g atiitin mh“nhmw P wﬁ;m
mwmmmmm M‘ﬁﬁmﬂm.'




Thiz trip once again brought up the topic of medern man's
impact on nature. Muoch has changed over the decades,
including some things that we hive no control over, and a5
a German friend of mine recenthy wrote, “The only constant
in Tife is chanpge.” Butwe can no longer tuen i blind eve and
claim ipnorance. With the advent of modern technology,
it is not difficult to access records from more than 100 years
back — they contain hard lessons that zhoubd be drpwn
from in order for us to bring about positive change and
avaid the messy mistakes of our past. We are responsible
for what the future looks like = and by being close o the
rivers, iis fly anglers can keep an eyve on all kinds of develop-
mhents, amd report the transformation we see,

The more we are touched by nature, the
stronger our chances of preserving it.
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CDC whisperer
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